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It is my opinion, as a certifi ed biography nut, that Charles 

Robert Darwin would have ranked near the middle of the 

Harvard School graduating class of 1986.  Yet he is now 

famous in the history of science.  This is precisely 

the type of example you should learn nothing from 

if bent on minimizing your results from your own 

endowment.

Darwin’s result was due in large measure 

to his working method, which violated all my 

rules for misery and particularly emphasized a 

backward twist in that he always gave priority 

attention to evidence tending to disconfi rm 

whatever cherished and hard-won theory he 

already had.  In contrast, most people early 

achieve and later intensify a tendency to process 

new and disconfi rming information so that any 

original conclusion remains intact.  They become 

people of whom Philip Wylie observed: “You couldn’t 

squeeze a dime between what they already know and what 

they will never learn.”

The life of Darwin demonstrates how a turtle may outrun a hare, aided by 

extreme objectivity, which helps the objective person end up like the only player 

without a blindfold in a game of Pin the Tail on the Donkey.

Charles Darwin
(1809–1882)

Charles Darwin was a 
British naturalist whose 
teachings on evolution 
by natural selection 
revolutionized the science 
of biology.  His On the 
Origin of Species sold out 
immediately and was heavily 
attacked because it did not 
support the depiction of 
creation given in the Bible.


